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Pre-service Music
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship: The Noah Song text John Perovich tune Bill Staines

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P God's riches are very great, and his wisdom and knowledge have no end! God made all things, and
everything continues through Him and for Him. Our God has shown us great mercy. Therefore, let us go
to our God and confess our sins knowing that,

our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the
waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations
that you have made us to be. Amen.

P} The Lord is near all who cry out to Him, He hears their cry for help and delivers them. In mercy, Almighty
God has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.

Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



Service of the Word

Gathering Hymn: LSB 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him

Born the king of angels: Refrain

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy,

Light of Light eternal,

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God

In the highest: Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You
have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children's Message



Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6-9
The Old Testament reading is from the seventh chapter of the book of Deuteronomy.

¢ For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on
earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 7 It was not because you were more numerous than any
other people that the Lord set his heart on you and chose you—for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 It
was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath that he swore to your ancestors, that the Lord has
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. ® Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant
loyalty with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 125
Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, from this time on and

forevermore.

For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous, so that the righteous
might not stretch out their hands to do wrong.
Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in their hearts.
But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways the Lord will lead away with evildoers.
Peace be upon Israel!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Epistle Romans 8:28-39

The Epistle reading is from the eighth chapter of the book of Romans.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. 2° For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. * And those whom he predestined he also called,;
and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. *' What then are
we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? *? He who did not withhold his own Son,
but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 3 Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3* Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 3 Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ¢ As it is
written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. * For | am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3 nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.

To Him be glory forever. Amen.

RER



Gospel Acclamation

Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Hallelujah! Halle_lujah!

Text: arr. Mark Sedio
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537

Verse

P] Alleluia. | will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

4 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 4> “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; “6 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 4’
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *° So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. %' “Have you understood all
this?” They answered, “Yes.” ® And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is
old.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: LSB 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation

That blesséd Christmas morn. Refrain
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work Il, 1873-1925, alt.; (ref): African American spiritual
Text: Public domain



Apostles' Creed

We make confession of our faith together in the words of the creed.
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P)

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Loving and Gracious God, you have gathered us together to be your people in this world. You give us
your Holy Spirit, your word, and the sacraments. Work through Your means of grace to transform our lives,
so that they would always show your love and forgiveness and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have redeemed us out of Your steadfast love. Grant that the Gospel may go forth
unhindered and Your Spirit bring many into this fellowship of the redeemed. Give us joy and zeal for living
as your disciples who join you in your work in this world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have revealed to us the true treasure of Christ’'s cross and resurrection. Grant that
we may pursue Your kingdom with all our hearts, souls, minds and bodies. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Heavenly Father, You justify us for the sake of Christ. Comfort any who are troubled by the memory of
past sins or visited by the temptation to believe they cannot be forgiven. Give them confidence in Christ,
that He died for them and still intercedes for them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have given us various offices in our lives. Grant us faithfulness in these callings,
that we may see them as gifts through which we serve You and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant wisdom to , our president; , our governor; and all who make,
administer and judge our laws, that they may seek what is best for all in accordance with Your will. Bless
and protect all fire fighters, police officers, first responders, and EMTs in their public service. Allow justice,
mercy, peace, and compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and through us. And heal our world
from the evils of injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bestow Your comfort upon all who are burdened by sickness and affliction [especially
those we love, whom we name before you out loud or in our hearts ]. Grant that they may
await healing and deliverance in the firm conviction that nothing can separate them from Your love in
Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant that all who partake in Holy Communion today do so rejoicing that the Christ we
receive in this Sacrament also intercedes for us at Your right hand. Work through your means of grace to
strengthen our faith and to increase our love and service to you, to one another, and to our neighbors.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



P} All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering

Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say,

"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day."
Time to share our gifts and say,

"Thank you Lord for each new day."

Offertory Prayer

P) Loving God, you bless us greatly with your mercy and grace. In blessing us, You invite us to be a
blessing to others and to join you in your mission in this world. Accept the offerings that we give in the
various ways that we give them throughout the week. Increase and grow our trust in you through the
giving of our offerings. Be glorified in the giving of them as we give them in thanksgiving and with
gratitude for all your blessings and gifts to us. Use them to further the work that you are doing in this
place and all around our world. In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

Offertory

What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
| will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface

[P)] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things,
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from
the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



The Words of Our Lord

P)] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -1+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The Lord's Prayer

P) God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymn: LSB 368 Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’'nly song? Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French
Text: Public domain



Distribution Hymn: LSB 363 Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792—-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Text: Public domain

The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart *I- in peace.
Amen.

Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

@

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®



=

As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service.
We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism.
Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom.

®

We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed.
Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus.

@

We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion.
As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one
another and to our neighbors.

@

(]

As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in
discipleship, and who engage in service.

We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this
place.

®

P As you go, receive the blessing of our God:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: LSB 387 Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is comel!
Let earth receive her King;

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’'n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’'n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Text: Public domain

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the NRSV® Bible (The Holy Bible, New Revised Standard Version®),
copyright © 1989 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. And from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

St. John’s Lutheran Church + 113 Lotus Street + 302-734-7078 + sjldover.com

St. Johns is a congregation in the Southeastern District of the LCMS

9



