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Pre-service Music
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P] God's riches are very great, and his wisdom and knowledge have no end! God made all things, and
everything continues through Him and for Him. Our God has shown us great mercy. Therefore, let us go
to our God and confess our sins knowing that,

our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the
waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations
that you have made us to be. Amen.

P} The Lord is near all who cry out to Him, He hears their cry for help and delivers them. In mercy, Almighty
God has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.

Peace of the Lord

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



Service of the Word

Gathering Hymn: LSB 892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

Come, ye thankful people, come;
Raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in

Ere the winter storms begin;

God, our maker, doth provide

For our wants to be supplied.
Come to God’s own temple, come;
Raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God’s own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown.

First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord, our God, shall come
And shall take His harvest home,
From His field shall in that day

All offenses purge away,

Give His angels charge at last

In the fire the tares to cast,

But the fruitful ears to store

In His garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly come

To Thy final harvest home;

Gather Thou Thy people in,

Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified,

In Thy garner to abide:

Come with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.
Text: Public domain

Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, thankful for your work of
salvation, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Children's Message



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6-8
The Old Testament reading is from the forty-fourth chapter of the book of Isaiah.

® Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: | am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god. ” Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before
me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. & Do not fear, or
be afraid; have | not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides
me? There is no other rock; | know not one.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 119:57-64

The Lord is my portion; | promise to keep your words.

| implore your favor with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise.
When [ think of your ways, | turn my feet to your decrees;

| hurry and do not delay to keep your commandments.

Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, | do not forget your law.

At midnight | rise to praise you, because of your righteous ordinances.

| am a companion of all who fear you, of those who keep your precepts.

The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your statutes.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

RrHrRrRHREE

Epistle Romans 8:18-27
The Epistle reading is from the eighth chapter of the book of Romans.

'8 | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. '°® For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; ° for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ?' that
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 22 and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. ?* For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen? 2° But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 2
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 2’ And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.

To Him be glory forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Hallelujah! Halle_lujah!

Text: arr. Mark Sedio
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537



Verse

P) Alleluia. | will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed
good seed in his field; 2° but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. 2 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 2 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 2 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2° But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. 3 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest
time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.””

3% Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
% the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, % and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. *° Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. #'
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, %2 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 3 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: LSB 772 In Holy Conversation

In holy conversation

We speak to God in prayer,
And at His invitation

Our deepest thoughts we share.
We come, His will obeying,

As children bringing needs;
And to support our praying,

His Spirit intercedes.

These holy conversations

Begin in childlike ways;
We bring our supplications

And words of thanks and praise.
With care our Father listens

To ev'ry thought expressed,
Then answers our petitions

In ways He knows are best.



As holy conversation,
In silence or by word,
In ev’ry situation
Through Jesus, we are heard.
So let us pray securely,
Expressing hopes and fears
With confidence that surely
Our Father ever hears.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779

Apostles' Creed

We make confession of our faith together in the words of the creed.
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Blessing of Those Celebrating Birthdays

All who are celebrating a birthday this month are invited to come forward for a prayer and a blessing.

(P

Loving and gracious Heavenly Father, you have given us our bodies, souls, and all that we have. We
thank you for the great gift of life that you have given to us, and especially to these your dearly loved
people. We thank you for them and for being able to share life with them. As they celebrate another year
of life, we ask your blessing and favor to be upon them. Increase their joy in life lived with you. Grow
their trust in your presence and promises. And give them zeal for joining you in your mission in this
world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P)

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Loving and Gracious God, you have gathered us together to be your people in this world. You give us
your Holy Spirit, your word, and the sacraments. Work through Your means of grace to transform our
lives, so that they would always show your love and forgiveness and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Redeemer and Lord of hosts, the future is in Your hands. Remove all fear from us, and keep us mindful
that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us.
Give us joy and zeal for living as your disciples who join you in your work in this world. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of heaven and earth, we give thanks that Your Son, Jesus Christ, died to redeem the world and
restore creation. Until new life supplants the groanings of this age, lead us to steward Your creation well,
not in waste but in wise and diligent use with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Gracious God we pray for our partners in ministry in this community, for Gathering Lambs, Luther Towers,
and Interfaith Housing Alliance for the Poor, bless them and the good work they do in our community.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give You thanks for all who serve as instruments of Your compassion, those who care for the elderly
at home, and those who work in retirement and nursing facilities, we especially lift up our friends at Dover
place. Grant that we also may serve as Your hands, feet and voices to give comfort and company to the
lonely. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. Send Your Holy Spirit
to those who do not yet know you or your love so that they can know your love, grace, mercy, and
forgiveness the way that we do. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Guide the leaders of all nations, that they would work for peace and justice in the face of conflict and
discord. By, or despite, their efforts, protect the weak and defenseless. Allow justice, mercy, peace, and
compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and through us. And heal our world from the evils of
injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We commend to You all who endure sickness and suffering of any kind [especially we lift up to you those
we love, who need your healing and care, that we name before you now, out loud or in our
hearts ]. Deliver them according to Your will, and strengthen and preserve their faith, that
they may rejoice that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to
be revealed in us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Preserve us in hope for what we do not see. Grant that we would receive Your Holy Supper with hearts
free from pride, presumption or any other sin. Grant us rejoicing in the reception of His bodily presence
for our forgiveness. Work through your means of grace to strengthen our faith and to increase our love
and service to you, to one another, and to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering

Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say,

"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day."
Time to share our gifts and say,

"Thank you Lord for each new day."

Offertory Prayer

P) Loving God, you bless us greatly with your mercy and grace. In blessing us, You invite us to be a
blessing to others and to join you in your mission in this world. Accept the offerings that we give in the
various ways that we give them throughout the week. Increase and grow our trust in you through the
giving of our offerings. Be glorified in the giving of them as we give them in thanksgiving and with
gratitude for all your blessings and gifts to us. Use them to further the work that you are doing in this
place and all around our world. In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

Offertory
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?

| will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

RERERE

Proper Preface

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things,
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from
the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -1+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The Lord's Prayer

P} God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymn: LSB 576 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own | claim

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,

| rest on His unchanging grace;

In ev'ry high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

When He shall come with trumpet sound,

Oh, may | then in Him be found,

Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, al.
Text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: LSB 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure:

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

Not the labors of my hands

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand | bring;
Simply to Thy cross | cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.



While | draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78
Text: Public domain

The Dismissal

P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart I« in peace.
Amen.

Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®

=

As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service.
We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism.
Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom.

®

We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed.
Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus.

@

We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion.
As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one
another and to our neighbors.

@

(=)

As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in
discipleship, and who engage in service.

We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this
place.

®



P} As you go, receive the blessing of our God:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: LSB 738 Lord of All Hopefulness

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-53
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the NRSV® Bible (The Holy Bible, New Revised
Standard Version®), copyright © 1989 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. And from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.. Created
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

St. John’s Lutheran Church + 113 Lotus Street + 302-734-7078 + sjldover.com

St. Johns is a congregation in the Southeastern District of the LCMS

10



11



