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ST.JOHN'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pre-service Music
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship: Be Not Afraid Robert Dufford

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P] God's riches are very great, and his wisdom and knowledge have no end! God made all things, and
everything continues through Him and for Him. Our God has shown us great mercy. Therefore, let us go
to our God and confess our sins knowing that,

our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the
waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations
that you have made us to be. Amen.

P} The Lord is near all who cry out to Him, He hears their cry for help and delivers them. In mercy, Almighty
God has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.

Peace of the Lord

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



Service of the Word

Gathering Hymn: LSB 584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing

Faith and truth and life bestowing,
Open now the Scriptures, Lord,
Seed to life eternal sowing,
Scattered on the wind abroad.
Let not hearts, Your Word receiving,
Like a barren field be found,
Choked with thorns and unbelieving,
Shallow earth or stony ground.

May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing
Bring to life the hidden grain,
Daily in our hearts increasing,
Bearing fruit that shall remain.
So in Scripture, song, and story,
Savior, may Your voice be heard.
Till our eyes behold Your glory
Give us ears to hear Your Word.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926—-2024
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779

Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
@ And also with you.

C

Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children's Message

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10-13
The Old Testament reading is from the fifty-fifth chapter of the book of Isaiah.

19 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, " so shall my word
be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it. 2 For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. '3
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to
the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 65:9-13

You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide the
people with grain, for so you have prepared it.

You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing its
growth.

You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with richness.

The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy,

the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain,

they shout and sing together for joy.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 8:12-17

The Epistle reading is from the eighth chapter of the book of Romans.

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 3 for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
4 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. ' For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” "6 it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, '” and if children, then heirs, heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.

To Him be glory forever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Halle, halle, halle_lujah!
Hallelujah! Halle_lujah!

Text: arr. Mark Sedio
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537

Verse

P) Alleluia. The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God will stand forever. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 2 And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. ® Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. & Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. ® Let anyone with ears listen!”



18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. '® When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives
it with joy; 2" yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.?? As for what was sown among thorns,
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it
yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: LSB 577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

Almighty God, Your Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;

Now let the dew of heav’'n descend
And righteous fruits abound.

Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,

But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.

Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,

But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.

So when the precious seed is sown,
Life-giving grace bestow

That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Text: Public domain

Apostles' Creed

We make confession of our faith together in the words of the creed.
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.



Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

(P] Loving and Gracious God, you have gathered us together to be your people in this world. You give us
your Holy Spirit, your word, and the sacraments. Work through Your means of grace to transform our
lives, so that they would always show your love and forgiveness and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Father of mercy, sin brings about thorns and briars and yields only trouble and strife. Forgive our
transgressions and strengthen us against temptation, as we rejoice in Your name and the promise of
everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

P} Almighty God, You send forth Your Word as abundantly as rains upon the earth. Grant that we would
never take Your generosity for granted, but would seek the help and refreshment of Your Word in every
circumstance. Give us joy and zeal for living as your disciples who join you in your mission in this world.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of life, continue to sow Your Word through the fields of the earth. Bless pastors, missionaries, and
all the people of your church as we proclaim Your truth. Prepare the hearts of all who hear to believe and
yield abundant fruit. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

(P) Creator of heaven and earth, by Your Word You send forth rain and snow to make the world bring forth
and sprout. Give seed to the sower and bread to the eater. Provide us seasonable weather and bountiful
harvest, that we may enjoy daily bread and praise Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Creator of all things, You call into existence what does not exist and govern it for good. Remember those
You have given authority among the nations, that the laws they administer might reflect Your order and
maintain peace. Allow justice, mercy, peace, and compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and
through us. And heal our world from the evils of injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

(P} Lord God, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of body or mind. [Be especially with those

we love, who need your healing and care, that we name before you out loud or in our hearts
.] Give them healing. Comfort them with Your presence. Grant them patience to endure
suffering, and assure them at all times that they are Your dear children and that the glory of Christ awaits
them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all grace, You have made us Your holy children and freed us from bondage to the flesh. Sustain
us in humility, repentance and faith, as we receive Christ’s body and blood for life and salvation. Work
through your means of grace to strengthen our faith and to increase our love and service to you, to one
another, and to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

P} All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering

Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say,
"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day."
Time to share our gifts and say,
"Thank you Lord for each new day."



Offertory Prayer

P) Loving God, you bless us greatly with your mercy and grace. In blessing us, You invite us to be a
blessing to others and to join you in your mission in this world. Accept the offerings that we give in the
various ways that we give them throughout the week. Increase and grow our trust in you through the
giving of our offerings. Be glorified in the giving of them as we give them in thanksgiving and with
gratitude for all your blessings and gifts to us. Use them to further the work that you are doing in this
place and all around our world. In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

Offertory
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface

[P)] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things,
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from
the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The Lord's Prayer

P] God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymn: LSB 653 In Christ There Is No East or West

In Christ there is no east or west,
In Him no south or north,

But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.

With God there is no tribe or race;
In Him we all are one.

He loves us as His children through
Our faith in His dear Son.

So, brothers, sisters, praise His name
Who died to set us free

From sin, division, hate, and shame,
From spite and enmity!

Join hands, disciples of the faith,
Whate’er your race may be;

Who serves my Father as His child
Is surely kin to me.

In Christ now meet both east and west;
In Him meet south and north.

All Christian souls are one in Him
Throughout the whole wide earth.

Text (sts. 1, 4-5): John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A.
Perry, 1942-96 Text (sts. 1, 4-5): Public domain

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779

Distribution Hymn: LSB 717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save

Eternal Father, strong to save,

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep

Its own appointed limits keep:

O hear us when we cry to Thee

For those in peril on the sea.

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain,

O’er which our traffic runs amain

By mountain pass or valley low;

Wherever, Lord, Thy people go,

Protect them by Thy guarding hand

From ev’ry peril on the land.

Text (sts. 1-4): William Whiting, 1825-78, alt.; (sts. 2a—3a): Robert N. Spencer, 1877-1961, alt.

Text (sts. 1-4): Public domain
Text (sts. 2-3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779

O Spirit, whom the Father sent

To spread abroad the firmament;

O Wind of heaven, by Thy might
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight,
And keep them by Thy watchful care
From ev’ry peril in the air.

O Trinity of love and pow'r,

Our people shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them wheresoe’er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad praise from air and land and sea.



The Dismissal

[P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart -1« in peace.
Amen.

Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

@

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®

=)

As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service.
We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism.
Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom.

®

We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed.
Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus.

®

We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion.
As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one
another and to our neighbors.

®

=

As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in
discipleship, and who engage in service.

We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this
place.

P} As you go, receive the blessing of our God:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.



Sending Hymn: LSB 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise

With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.

Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;

With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.

Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.

From harm and danger keep Thy children free;

For dark and light are both alike to Thee.

Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;

Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93
Text: Public domain
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