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The S ixth  Sunday  

after Pentecost  
July 5,  2026  

 

 

Pre-service Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship: God Bless America Irving Berlin 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P God's riches are very great, and his wisdom and knowledge have no end! God made all things, and 
everything continues through Him and for Him. Our God has shown us great mercy. Therefore, let us go 
to our God and confess our sins knowing that, 

C our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
  
C Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the 

waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have 
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We 
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you 
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations 
that you have made us to be. Amen. 

  
P The Lord is near all who cry out to Him, He hears their cry for help and delivers them. In mercy, Almighty 

God has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C Amen. 
  
 

Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Gathering Hymn: LSB 966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

Before You, Lord, we bow, 
    Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
    Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
    In joy and praise, 
    Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 
 
The nation You have blest 
    May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
    Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
    For this fair land— 
    Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 
 
May ev’ry mountain height, 
    Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in Your Word’s pure light, 
    And its rich fruits be seen! 
May ev’ry tongue 
    Be tuned to praise 
    And join to raise 
A grateful song. 
 
Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 
    Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
    And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
    Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before 
The Crucified. 
 
And when in pow’r He comes, 
    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support 
amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys 
of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Children's Message 

 
Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

A The Old Testament reading is from the ninth chapter of the book of Zechariah. 
  
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut 
off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from 
the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double.  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm  Psalm 145:1-14 

L I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.  
C Every day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever.  
L Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable.  
C One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.  
L On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.  
C The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your greatness.  
L They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.  
C The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
L The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.  
C All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful shall bless you.  
L They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power,  
C to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.  
L Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. The 

Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.  
C The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.  
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Epistle Romans 7:14–25a 

A The Epistle reading is from the seventh chapter of the book of Romans. 
  
14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin. 15 I do not 
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do 
not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 
For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is 
no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is 
good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual 

L Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
L For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

C Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Hallelujah! Halle_lujah! 

Text:  arr. Mark Sedio 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537 

 
Verse  

P Alleluia. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,  
C And I will give you rest. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will.27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day: LSB 699 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
    “Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
    Thy head upon My breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
    So weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in Him a resting place, 
    And He has made me glad. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
    “Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
    Stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
    Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
    And now I live in Him. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
    “I am this dark world’s light. 
Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 
    And all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
    In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
    Till trav’ling days are done. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Apostles' Creed 

L We make confession of our faith together in the words of the creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

  
 

Blessing of Those Celebrating Anniversaries 

All who are celebrating a wedding anniversary this month are invited to come forward for a prayer and 
blessing. 
  
P Dear friends, our merciful God and Father has sustained and blessed you throughout your wedded life. 

May He, who is ever faithful in love and compassion, continue to grant you His grace so that, with true 
fidelity and steadfast love, you may always honor and keep your promises, grow in love toward Him and 
for each other, work together to join him in his mission in this world and to make his love in Jesus 
known, and come at last to the eternal joys that He has promised. In the name of the Father and of the + 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P The almighty and gracious God continue to bless you that you may please Him in both body and soul 
and live together in holy love until your life's end. 

C Amen. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, You instituted holy matrimony, blessed and honored it with the presence of 
Your Son at the marriage at Cana in Galilee, and continue to protect and preserve it. We thank You for 
the love and grace which You have bestowed upon these your dear people throughout their marriage. 
You have accompanied them with loving-kindness and tender mercy, visited them with Your comfort, 
strengthened them in sorrow and sickness, and crowned their life with every blessing. You have enabled 
them to walk in marital love and fidelity, holding them to each other in sickness and in health, in 
adversity and prosperity, and granting them strength, patience, and faithfulness. Be with them, O Lord, 
until the end of their days, even as You have guided them in the past. Be their health, strength, refuge, 
and life. When the days of their earthly pilgrimage have ceased, graciously bring them to the marriage 
supper of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, where they shall dwell with You and all Your faithful and 
rejoice in Your joy forever; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
P Dear friends, may your hearts continue to be united in love and faithfulness and your home remain a 

dwelling place of the Lord. At the end of your pilgrimage here on earth, may you together see God face 
to face and enjoy that glory which He has promised to all who abide in His love to the end. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
P Loving and Gracious God, you have gathered us together to be your people in this world. You give us 

your Holy Spirit, your word, and the sacraments. Work through Your means of grace to transform our lives, 
so that they would always show your love and forgiveness and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
L Almighty God, You ensure that the birds are fed and the lilies clothed in splendor. Deliver us from worry 

with the consolation that You know what we need, and that, for Jesus’ sake, we are of much more value 
than they. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Kindle in us, Holy Father, the gifts of Your Spirit, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s 

faith. Give us joy and zeal for living as your disciples who join you in your mission in this world. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Gracious God we pray for our partners in ministry in this community, for Gathering Lambs, Kent Bible 

Church, Luther Towers, and Interfaith Housing Alliance for the Poor, bless them and the good work they 
do in our community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 
P Heavenly Father, fill our homes with Your Word and grace. Be the companion of those who are alone. 

Strengthen husbands and wives. Bless parents as they catechize their children. Let them all find refuge 
in You and so give them joy and peace in good times and in difficult times. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
L Ruler of the nations, until You at last cut off the war horse and the chariot forever, give our nation’s leaders 

wisdom and integrity to preserve peace, promote what is good, and defend against violence and 
wickedness. Allow justice, mercy, peace, and compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and 
through us. And heal our world from the evils of injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. We thank you for it and the freedoms 
that we celebrate this week. Grant that we remember Your generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless 
our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. Save us from violence, 
discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Grant that we, 
who came from many nations with many different languages, may become a united people. Support us in 
defending our liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit 
of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our hearts 
be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.] 

 
L God of mercy, You set free those imprisoned on account of their sin to bear their sentence as a joyful 

custody of hope. Remember the incarcerated. Preserve them from greater evil, and foster in them a 
change in the way they think and act and trust in Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Lord God, be with all who are weary and heavy-laden with the tribulations of this life. Give comfort and 

healing to those we love, who need your healing and care. That we name before you now out loud or in 
our hearts [_____________ and] grant them healing in accordance with your good and gracious will. 
Console them with the knowledge that Your yoke is easy and Your burden light, and that in You they will 
find rest for their souls. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Lord God of Israel, You release Your people from the waterless pit by the blood of Your covenant. Bless 

all who receive Christ’s body and blood with penitent hearts, trusting in Your promises and celebrating a 
common confession of faith. Work through your means of grace to strengthen our faith and to increase 
our love and service to you, to one another, and to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P We give thanks to You, O Lord, for all the saints who, by Your grace, sought Your kingdom and 

righteousness above all other treasures. We thank you that You preserve us also in Christ’s righteousness 
until we stand before You in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

L All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering 

C Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say, 
"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day." 
Time to share our gifts and say, 
"Thank you Lord for each new day." 
  

 
Offertory Prayer  

P Loving God, you bless us greatly with your mercy and grace. In blessing us, You invite us to be a 
blessing to others and to join you in your mission in this world. Accept the offerings that we give in the 
various ways that we give them throughout the week. Increase and grow our trust in you through the 
giving of our offerings. Be glorified in the giving of them as we give them in thanksgiving and with 
gratitude for all your blessings and gifts to us. Use them to further the work that you are doing in this 
place and all around our world. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

C Amen. 
 

Offertory 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, 
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.  For our sake He died on the cross and rose from 
the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 

P God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 752 Be Still, My Soul 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
    To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 
Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 
    And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away. 
 
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 
    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 
Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

I lay my sins on Jesus, 
    The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us 
    From the accursèd load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 
    To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious 
    Till not a spot remains. 
 
I lay my wants on Jesus; 
    All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; 
    My soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
    My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; 
    He all my sorrows shares. 
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I rest my soul on Jesus, 
    This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces; 
    I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, 
    Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes 
    His name abroad is poured. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

L Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service. 

We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism. 
C Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom. 
  
L We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed. 
C Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus. 
  
L We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion. 
C As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one 

another and to our neighbors. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in 

discipleship, and who engage in service.  
C We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this 

place. 
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P As you go, receive the blessing of our God: 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: LSB 832 Jesus Shall Reign 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does its successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
To Him shall endless prayer be made, 
And endless praises crown His head; 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 
 
People and realms of ev’ry tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 
 
Blessings abound where’er He reigns: 
The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all who suffer want are blest. 
 
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 
Honors peculiar to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud amen. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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