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 The Seventh  Sunday of Easter  
May 17 , 2026  

 

 

 

Pre-service Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to worship: You Raise Me Up tune Rolf Løvland with lyrics by Brendan Graham. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P Christ is risen! He is victorious over the powers of sin and death. He did not come into the world in order 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him. Therefore, let us go to 
our loving and victorious God and confess our sins knowing that, 

C our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
  
C Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the 

waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have 
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We 
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you 
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations 
that you have made us to be. Amen. 

P Sing to the Lord a new song, for He performs amazing deeds! He remains loyal and faithful to us. All the 
ends of the earth see our God deliver us. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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Service of the Word 
Gathering Hymn: LSB 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

Open now thy gates of beauty; 
    Zion, let me enter there, 
Where my soul in joyful duty 
    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessèd is this place, 
Filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 
Gracious God, I come before Thee; 
    Come Thou also unto me. 
Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 
    There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, O enter Thou; 
Let it be Thy temple now! 
 
Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 
    Here Thy seed is duly sown. 
Let my soul, where it is planted, 
    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be 
Fruitful unto life in me. 
 
Thou my faith increase and quicken; 
    Let me keep Thy gift divine, 
Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 
    May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
As my guiding star through life, 
As my comfort in all strife. 
 
Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 
    Let Thy will be done indeed. 
May I undisturbed draw near Thee 
    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; 
Here is balm for all our woes. 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle 

A Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Kyrie 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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This Is the Feast 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation 
but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Children's Message 

 
The First Reading Acts 1:12–26 

A The first reading is from the first chapter of the book of Acts. 
 
 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 

day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 
as his brothers. 15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 
for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a 
field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his 
bowels gushed out. 19 This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called 
in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his 
homestead become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it’; and ‘Let another take his position of 
overseer.’ 21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
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in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from 
us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, “Lord, 
you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for 
them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.  

 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm  Psalm 68:1–10 

L Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee before him.  
C As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, let the wicked perish 

before God.  
L But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy.  
C Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds— his 

name is the Lord— be exultant before him.  
 
L Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.  
C God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the 

rebellious live in a parched land.  
L O God, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness,  
C the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the 

presence of God, the God of Israel.  
 
L Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored your heritage when it languished;  
C your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.   
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
   
 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 

A The Epistle reading is from the fourth chapter of the book of 1 Peter. 
  
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so 
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 15 But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief maker. 16 Yet if any of you suffers 
as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name. 17 For the time has 
come for judgment to begin with the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those who 
do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the 
ungodly and the sinners?” 19 Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust themselves 
to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do good.  
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all 
your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for 
you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And 
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual 

L Christ has risen from the dead. 
C [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, 
L He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
C he has put all things under his feet. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

C Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Hallelujah! Halle_lujah! 

Text:  arr. Mark Sedio 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537 

 
Verse  

P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
C Death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. 
P [Jesus said,] "I will not leave you as orphans; 
C I will come to you. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel John 17:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 
existed. 6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day: LSB 653 In Christ There Is No East or West 

In Christ there is no east or west, In Him no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
With God there is no tribe or race; In Him we all are one. 
He loves us as His children through Our faith in His dear Son. 
 
So, brothers, sisters, praise His name Who died to set us free 
From sin, division, hate, and shame, From spite and enmity! 
 
Join hands, disciples of the faith,  Whate’er your race may be; 
Who serves my Father as His child Is surely kin to me. 
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In Christ now meet both east and west; In Him meet south and north. 
All Christian souls are one in Him Throughout the whole wide earth. 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): John Oxenham, 1852–1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942–96 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779 

 
Nicene Creed 

L We make confession of our faith together in the words of the creed. 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
Blessing of Those Celebrating Birthdays 
All who are celebrating a birthday this month are invited to come forward for a prayer and a blessing. 
  
P Loving and gracious Heavenly Father, you have given us our bodies, souls, and all that we have. We 
thank you for the great gift of life that you have given to us, and especially to these your dearly loved people. 
We thank you for them and for being able to share life with them. As they celebrate another year of life, we ask 
your blessing and favor to be upon them. Increase their joy in life lived with you. Grow their trust in your 
presence and promises. And give them zeal for joining you in your mission in this world; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
C Amen.  

 
The Prayers of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
P Victorious God, because you have defeated death, we know that it will never defeat us. Enable us to live 

lives that share this hope with those around us, and to follow you. For you are the one who gives to us 
life; life that is full and abundant. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L O Lord, since Your Son has gone up with a shout and the sound of a trumpet, ascended in triumph and 

is seated at Your right hand, so open our lips to sing praises to our King, rejoicing and living in the truth 
of His victory for us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Heavenly Father, Your Son has commanded us to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the 

whole creation. Bless the proclamation of Your Church, that many may believe, be baptized and be 
saved. Give us joy and zeal for living as your disciples who join you in your work in this world. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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L Merciful God, preserve Your Holy Church here and scattered throughout the world. Give steadfast faith 
to all Christians by the preaching of Your Word and through the Holy Sacraments, and send laborers into 
Your harvest. Enliven the love of Your saints to bear one another’s burdens and to show mercy toward 
those outside of the Church. Quicken us in the hope of eternal life in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
P Gracious God we pray for our partners in ministry in this community, for Gathering Lambs, Luther 

Towers, and Interfaith Housing Alliance for the Poor, bless them and the good work they do in our 
community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Father of glory, You raised Your only begotten Son from the dead and established Him at Your right hand 

so that we might be part of Your household forever. Bless our homes as we await our day of resurrection. 
Be the companion and consolation of those who live in solitude, strengthen husbands and wives so that 
their love exemplifies the love between Christ and His Church, and bless parents and children in their 
lives together. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Lord, You hold the might of humanity in Your hand and are above all things with Your mighty power. 

Bless our nation and all the peoples of the world. Where war and violence threaten, bring peace and 
justice. Where oppression reigns, bring liberty. Watch over those who defend us, especially the men and 
women of our armed forces and those who protect within our communities. Allow justice, mercy, peace, 
and compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and through us. And heal our world from the evils 
of injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Lord, You have saved us by Your grace. We pray for the sick, the distressed, those whose hearts are 

heavy, those whose lives are burdened, those who mourn and all who are in any need [especially those 
we love who are in need of your healing and care that we name before you now out loud or in our 
hearts_____________]. Grant them healing according to Your will, strength and mercy according to their 
needs, and the peace that passes understanding. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Lord, Your Son is both host and meal in the Sacrament of the Altar. Give us faith to recognize His body 

and blood and to receive with grateful faith this blessed food in Holy Communion. Guide us to live faithfully 
here on earth until we live forever with You. Work through your means of grace to strengthen our faith 
and to increase our love and service to You, to one another, and to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
L All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Offering 

C Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say, 
"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day." 
Time to share our gifts and say, "Thank you Lord for each new day." 
 

Offertory Prayer 

L Victorious God, Jesus defeated death in His resurrection. In Your love and mercy, You have made us 
witnesses to this wonderful news. Help us to live lives of love and service to others, that point our 
neighbors to Jesus and the hope that we have in Him. Accept these offerings that we bring before You 
with thanksgiving and gratitude for all of Your blessings and gifts to us. Use them for Your glory and to 
further the work that You are doing in this place and all around our world. In Jesus' name, we pray. 

C Amen. 
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Offertory 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for 
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us 
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

P God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Communion Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 

O Christ, who called the Twelve 
    To rise and follow You, 
Forsaking old, familiar ways 
    For ventures bold and new: 
Grant us to hear Your call 
    To risk security 
And, bound in heart and will to You, 
    Find perfect liberty. 
 
O Christ, who taught the Twelve 
    The truth for ages sealed, 
Whose words and works awakened faith, 
    The ways of God revealed: 
Instruct us now, we pray, 
    By Your empow’ring Word. 
True teacher, be for all who seek 
    Their light, their life, their Lord. 
 
O Christ, who led the Twelve 
    Among the desolate 
And broke as bread of life for all 
    Your love compassionate: 
Lead us along the ways 
    Where hope has nearly died 
And help us climb the lonely hills 
    Where love is crucified. 
 
O Christ, who sent the Twelve 
    On roads they’d never trod 
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 
    The nearer reign of God: 
Send us on ways where faith 
    Transcends timidity, 
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Where love informs and hope sustains 
    Both life and ministry. 
 
O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 
    The martyrs’ strength and song, 
The crucified and risen King 
    To whom the saints belong: 
Though generations pass, 
    Our tribute still we bring, 
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 
    Our lives an offering. 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

A hymn of glory let us sing! 
New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascends unto the throne of God. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The holy apostolic band 
Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
And with His faithful foll’wers see 
Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
To them the shining angels cry, 
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
“This is the Savior,” thus they say; 
“This is His glorious triumph day!” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
“You see Him now, ascending high 
Up to the portals of the sky.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 
Returning in great majesty.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy 
Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage 
that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service. 

We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism. 
C Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom. 
  
L We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed. 
C Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus. 
  
L We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion. 
C As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one 

another and to our neighbors. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in 

discipleship, and who engage in service.  
C We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this 

place. 
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P As you go, receive the blessing of our God:  
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: ELW  574 Here I am, Lord 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, 
if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
Text: © 1981 OCP Publications, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537 
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