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 The Fourth  Sunday of Easter  
April 26 , 2026  

 

 

 

Pre-service Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship: Jesus Is Risen  text/tune John Perovich, Saint Johns Voice Choir 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P Christ is risen! He is victorious over the powers of sin and death. He did not come into the world in order 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him. Therefore, let us go to 
our loving and victorious God and confess our sins knowing that, 

C our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
  
C Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the 

waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have 
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We 
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you 
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations 
that you have made us to be. Amen. 

P Sing to the Lord a new song, for He performs amazing deeds! He remains loyal and faithful to us. All the 
ends of the earth see our God deliver us. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Gathering Hymn: LSB 973 Thy Word Is a Lamp 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
 
When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end. Refrain 
 
I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 
Text: Amy Grant, 1960 
Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779 

 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle 

A Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Kyrie 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant 
us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each 
by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Children's Message 

 
The First Reading Acts 2:42–47 

A The first reading is from the second chapter of the book of Acts. 
  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods 
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved.  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm  Psalm 23 

L The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
C He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;  
L  He restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  
C Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff— they comfort me.  
L You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows.  
C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house 

of the Lord my whole life long.  
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Epistle 1 Peter 2:19–25 

A The Epistle reading is from the second chapter of the book of 1 Peter. 
  
19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for 
it, you have God’s approval. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in 
his mouth.” 23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, 
free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going 
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual 

L Christ has risen from the dead. 
C [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, 
L He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
C he has put all things under his feet. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

C Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Halle, halle, halle_lujah! 
Hallelujah! Halle_lujah! 

Text:  arr. Mark Sedio 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: onelicense.net no. #A-724537 

 
Verse  

P Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
C Death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. 
P [Jesus said,] "I am the good shepherd. 
C I know my own and my own know me." Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel John 10:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is 
a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day: LSB 709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

The King of love my shepherd is, 
    Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 
    And He is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow, 
    My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, 
    With food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
    But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid 
    And home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
    With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
    Thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Text: Public domain 

 
Nicene Creed 

L We make confession of our faith together in the words of the creed. 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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Blessing of Those Celebrating Birthdays 

All who are celebrating a birthday this month are invited to come forward for a prayer and a blessing. 
  
P Loving and gracious Heavenly Father, you have given us our bodies, souls, and all that we have. We 

thank you for the great gift of life that you have given to us, and especially to these your dearly loved 
people. We thank you for them and for being able to share life with them. As they celebrate another year 
of life, we ask your blessing and favor to be upon them. Increase their joy in life lived with you. Grow 
their trust in your presence and promises. And give them zeal for joining you in your mission in this 
world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
P Victorious God, because you have defeated death, we know that it will never defeat us. Enable us 

to live lives that share this hope with those around us, and to follow you. For you are the one who 
gives to us life; life that is full and abundant. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Loving Father, Your Son is the great Shepherd of the sheep, who faithfully gathers His flock to 

Himself in the pastures of the Church. Grant us steadfast faith to hear His voice and follow Him, 
even through the valley of the shadow of death, that we may find comfort and peace in his presence 
with us and his love and care for us. We thank you for our portion in his abundant life that is so 
generously and graciously given to us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Holy Father, by the work of Your Spirit through the Means of Grace, You daily add to the number of 

believers. Grant Your people courageous hearts and bold tongues to proclaim Your truth, trusting 
that You will gather more in keeping with Your gracious will. Give us joy and zeal for living as your 
disciples who join you in your work in this world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Shepherd of Israel, You have clothed us with Christ’s righteousness and taught us to love all that is 

good, beautiful and true. Bless all artists and artisans, composers and musicians, and craftsmen and 
writers, that they may employ all their skills for Your glory and, in service to the Gospel, testify to 
Your saving death and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Almighty God, You hold in Your hands all the might of man, and You hold accountable those who 

would govern Your people. Grant to us good government and leaders who will honor Your purpose, 
protect Your people, serve the cause of justice and defend our liberty. Allow justice, mercy, peace, 
and compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and through us. And heal our world from the 
evils of injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Merciful Shepherd, Your wounds are our healing and Your voice our certainty. Hear us on behalf of 

those who suffer in body or mind, who grieve, or to whom death draws near. [We lift up to you this 
morning those we love, who need your healing and care, that we name before you now, out loud or 
in our hearts…] Grant them healing according to Your will, grace to sustain them in trouble and the 
sure hope of everlasting life. Abide also with the unemployed and the distraught. Return them to 
health and livelihood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Heavenly Father, in the wake of Your Son’s resurrection, Your people devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. Unite Your people in 
the one true faith, and grant humble and grateful hearts to all who come to receive the Sacrament 
this day. Work through your means of grace to strengthen our faith, and to increase our love and 
service to you, to one another, and to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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L Lord, as You have put our sins to death in Christ’s body on the tree, so bring life to our faith by His 
Spirit, that in Your continual grace we may bring forth the fruit of holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

 
P All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

 
Offering 

C Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say, 
"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day." 
Time to share our gifts and say, 
"Thank you Lord for each new day." 
  

 
Offertory Prayer 

L Victorious God, Jesus defeated death in His resurrection. In Your love and mercy, You have made us 
witnesses to this wonderful news. Help us to live lives of love and service to others, that point our 
neighbors to Jesus and the hope that we have in Him. Accept these offerings that we bring before You 
with thanksgiving and gratitude for all of Your blessings and gifts to us. Use them for Your glory and to 
further the work that You are doing in this place and all around our world. In Jesus' name, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Offertory 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for 
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us 
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 

P God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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Communion Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

Lord of glory, You have bought us 
    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice; 
And with that have freely given 
    Blessings countless as the sand 
To the_unthankful and the evil 
    With Your own unsparing hand. 
 
Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 
    Gladly, freely of Your own. 
With the sunshine of Your goodness 
    Melt our thankless hearts of stone 
Till our cold and selfish natures, 
    Warmed by You, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessèd 
    ’Tis to give than to receive. 
 
Wondrous honor You have given 
    To our humblest charity 
In Your own mysterious sentence, 
    “You have done it all to Me.” 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 
    That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
    “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 
 
Lord of glory, You have bought us 
    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust You boldly, 
    Hope, to stay our souls on You; 
But, oh, best of all Your graces, 
    With Your love our love renew. 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: LSB 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 

Shepherd of tender youth, 
Guiding in love and truth 
    Through devious ways; 
Christ, our triumphant king, 
We come Your name to sing 
And here our children bring 
    To join Your praise. 
 
You are the holy Lord, 
O all-subduing Word, 
    Healer of strife. 
Yourself You did abase 
That from sin’s deep disgrace 
You so might save our race 
    And give us life. 
 
You are the great High Priest; 
You have prepared the feast 
    Of holy love; 
And in our mortal pain 
None calls on You in vain; 
Our plea do not disdain; 
    Help from above. 
 
O ever be our guide, 
Our shepherd, and our pride, 
    Our staff and song. 
Jesus, O Christ of God, 
By Your enduring Word 
Lead us where You have trod; 
    Make our faith strong. 
 
So now, and till we die, 
Sound we Your praises high 
    And joyful sing: 
Infants and all the throng, 
Who to the Church belong, 
Unite to swell the song 
    To Christ, our king! 
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 



11 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy 
Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage 
that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service. 

We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism. 
C Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom. 
  
L We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed. 
C Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus. 
  
L We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion. 
C As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one 

another and to our neighbors. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in 

discipleship, and who engage in service.  
C We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this 

place. 
  
P As you go, receive the blessing of our God:  
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  



12 

 

Sending Hymn: LSB 770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 
Have we trials and temptations? 
    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy laden, 
    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the NRSV® Bible (The Holy Bible, New Revised 
Standard Version®), copyright © 1989 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. And from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.. Created 
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church + 113 Lotus Street + 302-734-7078 + sjldover.com 
St. Johns is a congregation in the Southeastern District of the LCMS 


