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The Fourth  Sunday in Lent  

St. John’s Lutheran Church  
March  15 , 2026  

Pre-service Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship: Beneath the Cross of Jesus text - Elizabeth C. Clephane Tune - John Perovich 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered. When we draw near to God, 
He draws near to us. Therefore, let us draw near to our loving God to confess our sins knowing that, 

C our God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
  
       Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
  
C Gracious and merciful God, we confess that while we have been made new creations through the 

waters of our baptism, we still live ensnared by sin, and are unable to free ourselves. We have 
not always lived our lives in accordance with the identity that you have given us in Jesus. We 
have not always done the things that you have called us to do. We have not always loved you 
above all else and with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We have not always loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us all our sins. Renew our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit 
so that our lives would show the identity you have given us in baptism, and the new creations 
that you have made us to be. Amen. 

  
P Our God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He does not deal with 

us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is God's steadfast love toward those who honor Him; as far as the east is from the 
west, so far does our God remove our transgressions from us.  As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by his authority, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Gathering Hymn: LSB 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 
    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
    All you children of the day!” 
 
Startled at the solemn warning, 
    Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
    Shines upon the morning skies. 
 
See, the Lamb, so long expected, 
    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 
 
So, when next He comes in glory 
    And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
    And with words of love draw near. 
 
Honor, glory, might, dominion 
    To the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit 
    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Kyrie 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning. You receive us, in love and 
grace, as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and willingly serve You in love 
all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lenten Litany 

L In your ministry, O Lord, you fulfilled the words of the prophet: 

C To bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and release to the prisoners, 

L To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, 

C To comfort all who mourn, to provide for those who mourn in Zion 

L To give them garland instead of ashes, 

C The oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

L You healed many who came to you hurting in body, mind and soul, 

C And that mercy is manifest in our lives today as you continue to grant us healing.  

L You taught good news to those who had once heard only bad, 

C And your mercy is manifest in the Good News of your salvation spoken from your Holy Word. 

L You brought freedom to those who were imprisoned by their sins, 

C And your mercy is manifest in the freedom we experience each time we partake of your body and 

blood in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. 

L You brought comfort to those who were in pain of any kind, 

C And your mercy is manifest in the help and support we receive from family and friends, doctors 

and nurses and all others who care for us when we are sick or injured. 

L Your crown of thorns grants us a crown of glory in heaven with you, 

C Where joyous praises will be sung to the Lamb who was slain. 

 

In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, Hopes deceive and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me. Lo! It glows with peace and joy. 

 

 
Children's Message 

 
Old Testament Isaiah 42:14–21 

A The Old Testament reading is from the forty-second chapter of the book of Isaiah. 
  
14 For a long time I have held my peace, I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a 
woman in labor, I will gasp and pant. 15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbage; I will 
turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by paths 
they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into 
level ground. These are the things I will do, and I will not forsake them. 17 They shall be turned back and 
utterly put to shame— those who trust in carved images, who say to cast images, “You are our gods.” 18 
Listen, you that are deaf; and you that are blind, look up and see! 19 Who is blind but my servant, or deaf like 
my messenger whom I send? Who is blind like my dedicated one, or blind like the servant of the Lord? 20 He 
sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 21 The Lord was 
pleased, for the sake of his righteousness, to magnify his teaching and make it glorious.  

 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 



4 

 

Psalm Psalm 142 

L With my voice I cry to the Lord; with my voice I make supplication to the Lord.  
C I pour out my complaint before him; I tell my trouble before him.  
L When my spirit is faint, you know my way. In the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me.  
C Look on my right hand and see— there is no one who takes notice of me; no refuge remains to 

me; no one cares for me.  
L I cry to you, O Lord; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.”  
C Give heed to my cry, for I am brought very low. Save me from my persecutors, for they are too 

strong for me.  
L Bring me out of prison, so that I may give thanks to your name.  
C The righteous will surround me, for you will deal bountifully with me.   
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  
 

Epistle Ephesians 5:8–14 

A The Epistle reading is from the fifth chapter of the book of Ephesians. 
  
8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 9 for the fruit of the 
light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what 
such people do secretly; 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.”  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual for Lent 

L O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
C the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
L who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
C and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

Verse  

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love. 

P With you is the fountain of life; 
C In your light do we see light. 
 

Holy Gospel John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. . . .  
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the 
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Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can 
a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, 
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” . . . 
34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him 
out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind.”  
 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 

 
Song of the Day: 10,000 Reasons  

Bless the Lord, O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship His holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 
 
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes  Refrain 
 
You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find   Refrain 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore   Refrain 
Text: Jonas Myrin / Matt Redman 
Text: © 2011 Capitol Christian Music Group. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11507522 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Blessing of Those Celebrating Birthdays 

All who are celebrating a birthday this month are invited to come forward for a prayer and a blessing. 
  
P Loving and gracious Heavenly Father, you have given us our bodies, souls, and all that we have. We 

thank you for the great gift of life that you have given to us, and especially to these your dearly loved 
people. We thank you for them and for being able to share life with them. As they celebrate another year 
of life, we ask your blessing and favor to be upon them. Increase their joy in life lived with you. Grow 
their trust in your presence and promises. And give them zeal for joining you in your mission in this 
world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

L  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
P  O Lord, our God, take from us the sin that we commit in our lives. And give to us new hearts that love and 

serve you, and the people around us. As we walk with Jesus to the cross, enable us to deny ourselves, 
take up our cross and follow you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Great Physician, enlighten our eyes by Your blessed Gospel, and hide us in Your shelter in the day of 

trouble. Provide a home in Your Church for those cast out by this world, and unite them with us in the 
confession of Your name. Give us joy and zeal for living as your disciples who join you in your work in this 
place. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Gracious God we pray for our partners in ministry in this community, for Gathering Lambs, Luther Towers, 

and Interfaith Housing Alliance for the Poor, bless them and the good work they do in our community. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Lord of hosts, Your Son abides among His saints in the temple of His Church. Shelter all those who seek 

refuge under the cover of His tent, and raise up pastors and church workers in every age to serve them in 
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Father, through Holy Baptism You have brought us into the light of Christ. Guide us always in Your ways 

and teach us to know Your will, that we would do what is good and right and true. Allow justice, mercy, 
peace, and compassion to grow and increase in us, among us, and through us, and heal our world from 
the evils of injustice, prejudice, inequality, and hatred. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L Lord God, those who wait for Your salvation have the promise that You will not forsake them. Lead those 

who wander in darkness through rough places, that they would find the way of righteousness. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Gracious Father, You have promised that what we suffer does not condemn us, but instead displays Your 

glory. Sustain the afflicted in body or soul, [especially we lift up to you this morning, those we love who 
need your healing and care that we name before you now, out loud or in our hearts _____________,] 
grant that they would take heart, trust You for healing and find You even in the midst of their trials. Lord, 
in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L O Lord, everyone who believes in Jesus as Lord will not be put to shame. Unite Your people in a right 

confession of Your Word, and free them from disagreement over Your truth. Bring us with penitent hearts 
to receive the great riches of Your Son’s body and blood. We thank you for gifts of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation that you give in this sacrament. Work through your means of grace to strengthen our faith and 
to increase our love and service to you, to one another, and to our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
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P  All these things and everything else for which we should ask, we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Offering 

C Offer, offer, offering, we give our gifts to say, 
"Thank you Lord for loving us and blessing us each day." 
Time to share our gifts and say, 
"Thank you Lord for each new day." 
  

 
Offertory Prayer 

L Merciful Lord, You gave up Your Son for us so that we would have life with You forever. As we journey 
through this Lenten season toward the cross open our eyes to see the greatness of Your love for us. 
Grant that Your love for us would move us to love others in word and action. Accept these offerings that 
we bring before You with thanksgiving and gratitude for all of Your blessings and gifts to us. Use them 
for Your glory and to further the work that You are doing in this place and all around our world. In Jesus' 
name, we pray,  

C Amen 
 

Offertory 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of 
the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully 
to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
 

The Lord's Prayer 

P God, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Communion Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
    Christ, the true and only light, 
Sun of righteousness, arise; 
    Triumph o’er the shades of night. 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
    Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return 
    Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 
Till they inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
Visit then this soul of mine, 
    Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, radiancy divine, 
    Scatter all my unbelief; 



9 

 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Text: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn: LSB 697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death 

Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 
    And Christ shall give you light; 
So learn His love, its length and breadth, 
    Its fullness, depth, and height. 
 
To us on earth He came to bring 
    From sin and fear release, 
To give the Spirit’s unity, 
    The very bond of peace. 
 
Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 
    Who died that He might save; 
With kind and gentle hearts forgive 
    As God in Christ forgave. 
 
For us Christ lived, for us He died, 
    And conquered in the strife; 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 
    And Christ shall give you life. 
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 
Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000779 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation  
which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Benedicamus 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
L Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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L As we depart from this place, we celebrate the ways God has blessed us in this service. 
We have received forgiveness of all our sins and remembered the identity given to us in our baptism. 

C Our God has equipped us for life lived in His kingdom. 
  
L We have heard the good news of the gospel and the word of God read and proclaimed. 
C Our God has encouraged us in discipleship and following Jesus. 
  
L We have received the gifts of God given in Holy Communion. 
C As our God has served us, so we go from this place to be engaged in service to God, to one 

another and to our neighbors. 
  
L As we depart from this place, we go as people who have been equipped for life, encouraged in 

discipleship, and who engage in service.  
C We go as people who have been invited by God to join God in the work that He is doing in this 

place. 
  
P As you go, receive the blessing of our God: 
  
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: LSB 744 Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 
 
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Text: Public domain 
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